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the exact knowledge of the pathological conditions of an organism is es- 
sential for the cure of a disease, so the accurate understanding of the 
influence of the social conditions on the production of crime is necessary 
to the legislator who wishes to bring about the true moral progress of a 
country. 

Louis Perrier. 
New York City. 

The Nervous System: An Elementary Handbooh of the Anatomy and 

Physiology of the Nervous System. James Dunlop Lickley, M.D. 

New York: Longmans, Green, and Company. 1912. Pp. 130. 

There is a strong trend just now toward the separation of psycholog- 
ical instruction from its necessary accompaniments of physics and physiol- 
ogy. Within the past year or two, a number of text-books have appeared 
which do not regale us with those old familiar pictures of the cerebrum 
and excerpts from Eamon y Cajal that aforetime lured the callow. The 
conviction has grown that what is worth doing at all is worth doing well, 
and that a psychologist can not hope to tuck into his elementary treatise 
an orderly and adequate presentation of all necessary collateral informa- 
tion. This he should therefore leave to the proper specialists. 

Already we find the latter accepting this sane view. Dr. Lickley does 
so, and most successfully. His volume is shaped wholly to the purposes of 
the student in psychology. It omits a vast deal of over-technical and 
highly specialized and debatable material that would only confuse the be- 
ginner. On the other hand, it has avoided the sin of false simplicity 
which taints the usual digressions of the old-style psychological text-book. 
Indeed, if Dr. Lickley errs at all, he errs a degree on the side of technical- 
ity. His little book is altogether admirable and ought to hasten the ex- 
cision of sketchy, unauthoritative physiological gossip from psychology 
text-books. 

Walter B. Pitkin. 

Columbia University. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

Letter from Professor Cohen 

To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology, and Scien- 
tific Methods : 

In Professor Lovejoy's careful review of Professor Perry's book 1 there 
occurs a statement which is so important for present-day discussion, and 
yet so readily settled on its own merits, that it seems to me well worthy 
of separate attention. It is the following: 

(1) " The relativity of secondary qualities is taken by science as an 
evidence of their subjectivity, (2) because otherwise you would appar- 
ently be compelled, self-contradictorily, to assert of one and the same 
object that it ' really ' and in itself is at the same moment long and short, 
square and oblong, hot and cold, red and gray, and so on." 

1 This Journal, Volume IX., page 675. 



